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WARNER AME8,
-Attorney-at-Law,_

Offlcesr-Accomac C. H. and Ooar
cock.

Will practice in all the courts <
Accomac and Northampton countiei

JOHN 8. PAR80N_C
Attorney-at-Law,

Accomac C. H., Va. /
Will practice in all courts 0/"°

mae and Northampton coup
/ohn R. R$j-.

"' ^Turlington
REW k TUBA»^0N'
-Attorner*t-L*w--

Offlcest-Accom*0- H "dParatley

Will be at Cv~l Hou8e eTery Wed"

c.sdav and~oart days-

HEWART K. POWELL,
Attorney-at-Law,

Will practice lu all the courts of
Accomac and Northampton coanties.

Office.Onancock, Va.

Will be at Accomac C. H., every
Wednesuav and court days.

N. B. Wescott. B. T. Gunter, Jr.

WESCOTT k GUNTER,
Attorneys-at-Law,

Offices.Accomac C. H., and at home
of N. B. Wescott, near Mappsburg.

Practice in all courts on the Eastern
Shore of Virginia.

JOHN E. NOTTINGHAM, JR.,
Attorret-at-Law,
Franktown, Va.

Practices in all the courts on the
Eastern Shore of Virginia.
Will be at Eastville aud Accomac

C. H. first day of every court ard at
Eastville every Wednesday.

Otho F. Mears. G. Walter Mapp
MEARS* MAPP,
Attorneys-at-Law,

Offices:.Eastville, Northampton Co.,
aud Accomack C. H.

Practice in all courts on tte Eastern
Bb ore of Virginia.

U. Q. 8TURG18.
.Attorney-at-Law..

OrriOKS.Accomac C. H., Onancock
and Eastville.

At Accomac C. H. every Monday
and Wednesday.
Practices in all courts on Eastern

Bhore. Bankruptcy cases a specialty.

L. FLOYD NOCK,
Attorney-at-Law and Notary Public-

Accomac C. H., Va.

Will practice in all courts of Aeeo
mac and Northampton counties.
Prompt attention to all business.

"Old Masonic Temple."
By those desiring a good
ball for Concerts, Theat¬
ricals, 4c, may rent the
above by applying to

THOS. W. BLACKSTONE.
DR. JOHN G. HOFFMAN,

.DENTIST,.

KELLER, -0:0- Va.

Office hours:.9 to 12 a. m., 1 to5 p.

DR. H. D. LILLIRTON,
DENTIST.

-Accomac C. H., Va.,-
Office hours from 9 a. m. to 5 p. m.

Will be at Parksley every Tuesday

Dr.Thos. B. Lkathkrbury.
Dentist,

.Onancock, Va..

Office hour, from 9 a. m., to 5 p. rn

DR. E. U. POTTER,
.Dentist..

Will be at Bloxom Tuesday and
Wednesday, and at Marsh Market
Friday of s.coud week in each
mouth for the practice of his pro¬
fession.

FRED E. RUEDIGER,
.Count. .;o:. Surveyor,.

Accomac C. H. Va.

Thoroughly equipped with latest
and best instruments offers his ser¬

vices to citizens of Accomac.

Will meet all engagements promptly

Office of L. F. J. WILSON,
8tocktoa Ave., Greenbackville, Va.
Notary Public, General Convey

ance;- aud Special Collector of Claim-*
Special attention paid to the Adjust¬
ment of Foreign and other Claims.
Homestead Deeds aud Deeds of Trust
made a specialty. Correspondence
solicited.

Agent- for tbe Angle Lamp.

WM. P. BELL & CO.,
Accomack C. H., Va.,

A full line of
FANCY ARTICLES,

DRUGS,
OILS,

PAINTS,
8KED8, &C.,

kept on hand at Lowest Prices

_6k-.%fiegig)gilTOigrS_--«a^^ 58«6_«K?

r~^e Again aSay, f
_r Concentrated Iron and Alum Water will cure you, $

Tha* but don't take our word for it. %

rf "I have prescribed your Iron and Alum Water for year*, and have ru

"gotten frome wonderful results from Its use. 1 highly indorse ir, aud \
both myself and wife are now using it. I congratulate you on being y
able to put it up in such convenient shape" 0,

J. M. 'Williams, M. D., RocKy Mount, Va.

"My son who was suffering with indigestion to such sn extent that
he had no appetite aud his skin was muddy, used oue 18 oz. botlie of
your Concentrated Water. It gives me pleasure to state that it had
the effect to clear up his skin, give him a good appetite, and cure his
indigestion. 1 consider it as a most valuable Wafer.'.

Harry Wooding, Mayor, Danville, Va. J

It costs you only 3c. per day, and if results are unsatis¬
factory your money is refunded.
For sale by all druggists and merchants. 8 oz. bottles 50

cents, and 18 oz. bottles $i.

J. M. MeM&M .&.t
LYNCHBURG, VA.

SALI-BCRY ICE CREAM CO.
(Successors to C. D. Krause k Bro.)

Formerly F. W. Shivers.

SALISBURY, MD.
Brevoort Thawley, Manager.

Positively the best Ice Cream obtainable at the price.
Satisfaction Guaranteed. Shipping Facilities the Best.

BE i
IX CA3NT

Without the use of the knife, we cure Caucers, Tumors, and
all Chronic Sores, charging nothing for examination.

Our patients are our best friends. Come and see what we

have done and are doing. If then you are not satisfied that we

do all we claim, we will pay all ot your expenses. If you can¬

not come, send for printed matter, or state your case, and we

will be glad to correspond with you.

THE Kellam Cancer Hospital,
12th and Bank Streets, RICHMOND, VA.

THE NORTHWESTERN MUTUAL
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY,

OF MILWAUKEE, WIS.,
-Will Create an Estate For You Whether You Live or Die..

"A policy of Life Insurance is always an evidence of prudent forethought;
no man witn a dependent family is free from reproach if not insured."

Cut this out and send to me with your name, age and address and I will give
you information as to our annual dividend policies and advise with you as to what
is best suited to your needs.

L. JD. T. QUINBY, ONANCOCK, VA.
Agent For Accomac and Northampton Counties.

TO THE TRADE-
-We would be pleased to have your orders for-

Sash, Doors, Blinds, Mouldings, Builders' Hardware,
Locust Fence and Gate Posts, Shingles, Laths, Lime,
Brick and Building Material generally, also Paints,
Oils, and Painters' Supplies, Coal, kc, kc, kc

Our Stock is large aud well selected, and we feel sure will give sat>-

faction, both in quality aud price.
Call and inspect our Stock before buying. We will be pleased to show

you our goods.
MARTIN _. MASON BUILDING & SUPPLY CO.,

HARBORTON, VA.

Crisfield Ice Cream Co.,
(-SUCCESSOR TO-)

Wm. S. Richardson,
Near Ice Plant,- Crisfield, Md.

Carroll Crockett, Manager.
The new plant now in operation and all orders will be fill¬

ed promptly and satisfactorily.
Can ship by Express to any station or by steamer to any

wharf on Peninsula.

RW. POLK,
-Formerly of.POLK & BENSON"

MERCHANT TAILOR:

Pocomoke City, fid.
Will visit Accomac C. H., every court day.

(^Successor to POLK & BENSON,^9

Merchant Tailor, -*. Pocomoke City, Md.
l-T'VVill visit Accomac C. H., every court day with full-_»

a__rline of Samples of Suitings in their Seasons.**m

§

.Manufacturers of.

t2 Marble and Granite Monu
ments, Headstone*,

Tablets, &c.

YOUNG & WICKS7
Proprietors,

Pocomoke City, Md.

'TALL-1AGE
SERMON

*
By Rov.

FRANK DH WITT TALMAGE.D.D..
P__tor of J' i!'mon Park Prei.y-

terian durch, Chicago

Chicago, Feb. 1. In this sermon

Pastor TnImage, while not excusing
the prodigal, throws a new mid search¬
ing light upon the character and con¬

duct of the cider brother of the famou*

parable. The text ls Luke xv. 28. "And
ho was angry."
Who was the prodigal's elder brotlf

er? "I know who he ls." answers SO-9
one. "1 see him almost every day of

my life. Ile ls tho honest, upright son

who stays at home mid gets no credit
for being good; he is tlie respectable
plodder of tho family who does most
of the hard work in tho office, in the
store and on tho farm and then has the

extreme pleasure of seeing all the
young girls run after his dissolute

younger brother merely because that
In-other is driving fast horses and sow,-

Ing his 'wild oats." Tho elder brother
is the son who is always sober and yet
receives he not ono extra dollar from
his parents as a reward, while tho

drunken sou of the family is continual¬
ly receiving extra money to got his
clothes out of pawn, so that he may
have another start in life. The elder
ia the 'good boy' upon whom the moth¬
er depends t" help give his sisters new

dresses for the winter parties, yet ho

never has a party given for bim. Ile

never had a fatted c-lf killed that he

might entertain his friends, though for

years he has cared tor tho cattle by
day and has seen that they were prop¬
erly milked at night Ho ls the 'good
boy' who never had a tine ring put ou

lils Anger. The folks laughed at his

horny Ongera, which were knotted from

handling the plow and wieldin_ tho
hoe and the a\. His fe"t were never

measured for dancing slippers because

his sandals were always soiled and
dill beelined. Ile was always work¬
ing in the ti 'ids. The drunkard-, tho

profligate-, tho mldnlgbl carousers, the
libertines and the associates of lewd
companions aro tho ones who, when

they reform, have the smiles and the
dancing parties given to them, not the
older brothers who have never done

any wrong."
Some years ago a yoong college

classmate told to me: "It never pays
to be good. When I am good and stay
nt borne, then father and mother mere¬

ly take my goodness as a matter of
course, bo! If 1 only go off on a long
carousal the:! nothing is foo good for
me when I como back home. There's
lots of fun In bein;: a repentant prod¬
igal. There is no fun in always being
o goody, goody hoy. who never gets tl.
fatted calf killel for his benefit." "My
sympathies have always been with tho
elder brother hi tho parable." once

wrote Johu lt. Paxton, thc great New
York preacher, and the popular sym¬
pathy of thc \\nr!,i fr .in time imme¬
morial has been with the cider brother
of my text und not with the repentant
herder of the swine, who returned in

rags and as n lieggor to lils father's
bouse.

'!'»»'! Kinda of Fanlta.
I'.ut neither of tbe brothers is por¬

trayed .::- ;.:i example. Botb were

bad. though in diffi :'<".it ways. Wo eas

Hy see the faults of the younger broth¬
er: tb. j were ii] "ii and scandalous: but
tho faults or the eider brother, being
decorous ly covered up by dutiful con¬

duct are lui so easily recognized. In
estlli ter on God's lines we

have to un not only what a man has
don", hui ll hat he is Meanness and
un'./VOtla l!n~w and cruelty in the heart
deface ii man's character ns indelibly
ns open lulijulty. They make men, as

Christ said, like "whited sepulchers,
which ind cd appear beautiful outward,
hilt arc within full of dead men's bones
and of al! uncleanness." Therefore I
place my chief emphasis upon the sin¬
ful life of the elder brother, to show
that the s., called respectable sins of
self righteousness are <>( all sins tho
most to bc dreaded and that it is the
duty of the preacher to warn his hear¬
ers agalmrt them.
Tho older brother is tho modern Phar¬

isee, who thanks God that he is not as

other men, He complacently looks
upon tho drunkard ami the social out¬
cast and the pauper and says to his
friends: Must look at ino. I never had
any more advantages than those peo¬
ple have hud. I was of a high Strang,
impetuous nature, yet I never would
let my evil desires get the better of
me. I have never been drunk. I have
never run up a bill I was unable to
pay. I never was a frequenter of the
clubs, nor a convivial associate of mid¬
night carousers. Indeed, to be frank
with you. I have just about as good
opinion of my moral attainments as

Prince Bismarch had of his skill in
Statesmanship. When some one asked
the Iron Chancellor who he thought
was the brainiest statesman In all
Euroi«e. Bismarck replied: 'Modesty
forbids my stating who is tho brainiest,
because then 1 mi;:ht have to mention
my own name. But I am perfectly
willing to state that Benjamin I'is¬
raeli ls with.out doubt the second
ablest statesman in all Europe.1 other
saints." remarks the pharisaical elder
brother, "may be my equal in moral
attainments, but I am sure there ls no

superior In all tbe world to my humble
self."

Rut. my pharisaical friend, though
In one sense you may never have bro¬
ken the criminal codeof your state, yet
there aro more ways than one of break¬
ing the moral and the spiritual laws.
Shylock, tbe outraged Jew. may nave

been legally au honorable man. but In
the sight of God and of the community
in which he lived Shylock was a fiend
and | murderer at heart. Like a pan¬
ther crouching among the long grasses
of the African prairie, waiting for the
time he could spring upon a helpless
antelope, Shylock wus longing for the
time when he could lay Antonio a

corpse at his feet.
A Defect In Character.

Elder brothers, you have no ground
for pride if the restraint thnt has kept
you from prodigality is itself a defect
of character. It ls true that you have
not gone off as a prodigal into a Jar

country of sin. You have not given a

midnight banquet and started your
young friends on the path to a drunk-
aid's grave by teaching them how to

bury their lipfl in the red poison of the
wine cop. Von may have boon too

¦tingy for that; you may have been SO

mean and stingy that there is no fear
that you would drink a glass of wino
or smoke a Cigar unless some one else

paid for it. lt ls not principle that
saves some men from going to destruc¬
tion by the broad highway of disso¬
luteness, but penuriousness. They hold
on to every dollar they have and are

bm stingy to spend a cent. They kcej)
their money as long as they can and
never (jive a cent to a friend unless
they make tba! friend give them a tirst
class sc.ur.iy and pay full Inti
Hut. my so called respectable and up¬
right pharisaical friend, though yon
are not a prodigal, yon may lie a usur¬

er, an extortioner and a slanderer. You
may )e a robber of tho poor widow's
.lute and a contemptible tyrant in your
dealings With your debtors and your
employeei, You may bo a peddler of
evil reports and a murderer of your
neighbor's reputation. You may bo

one of those koon, cold automatons
without one drop of human kindness
In your heart. You may be so merci¬
less in your dealings with mankind
thal yon will not stop for ono moment
to consider tlie sad causes which led

your friends into sin or info financial
difficulty. And, elder brother, if your
faults are meanness and a vari e. though
you may have never violated tho crim¬
inal code of your state,you are at heart
a sinful monster, a financial tyrant:
you are at heart a merciless calumnia¬
tor. <!od despiaeayour pnrepented sins

just as much as he despises tho sins of
the prodigal In the far country.
Satan is no nearer being a Christian

gentleman for dressing himself in
broadcloth. The hangman's noose ls no

less fatal fer being deftly placed sbout
tho doomed throat by white lingera
¦-glitter with diamond ringa Because
you, oh, elder brother, stay at home
ami live under your father's roof, that
is no reason why you may no! be living
10.000 miles away from ymir father's
love. 1 di not believe there is a moro

contemptible character painted in nil
the word pictures of the Bible than thia
cold I looded, unforgiving, sneering,
carping elder brother, who was ready
to take every advantage he could over

bis fellow men if bc could only do so

without disobeying the letter of the
law. Instead of being drunk with
wine he was Intoxicated with self con¬
ceit and selfishness. Instead of being
a beggar or earning his bread by tend¬
ing swine lie iras nady to unkennel the
bloodhounds of vindictive rancor, which
would tear a repentant brother limb
from limb.

A Ilcuptcablc Spirit.
The cl ler brother thinks that his Di¬

vine Father*, house is not big enough
to hold two sons. Ile feels that if his
brother is allowed to come back the re-

turning prodigal will crowd him out of
Koine room which rightfully belOQg! to

bim. Ile sa.vs to himself: "There i3

that drunken loafer of a boy. Ile has
taken his one-half of the property; now

he is coming back to oat up part of my
half. I know that father is so kind
hearted that lu- will give part of my
rightful Inheritance to thia Inzj spend¬
thrift this boon companion cf dissolute
characters. If he has spent his all,
then let him starve. That is just what
he deserves. He has no right coming
back, to be a vampire upon my prop¬
erty." So tlie selfish elder brothers in

many of our large churches refuse to
let the prodigals come among them ami
will not allow them to be received as

equal! in their Father's house. They
seem tc think that thc advent of the
poor and outcast means their own so¬

cial extinction and their spiritual de¬
basement.
Where call the despicable, pharisaic¬

al Spirit of tbe older brother bo found
more conspicuous than in some of your
modern Sunday school classes? "Oh."
say the well dressed young girls of that
oiass, "you are Hot going to put that

poor girl in our class. Why. it will
ruin the whole class: You can't expect
the daughters of millionaire! to asso¬

ciate willi sewing girls even in a Sun¬

day school." Where cm you find a

more despicable, pharisaical spirit than
in tho missionary lifo of some of our

lar^e eily churches. There are many
barge and wealthy churches that aro

supporting missions in tin- foul slums
of thc city, yet whose members would
not for one instant allow the poor to

sit in their own pews or kneel at their

communion tables. Arni, mark you.
this pharisaical spirit of old is not only
found among the rich, imf also among
the poor. Some yean ago the Avon¬
dale church of Cincinnati, of which the
Kev. Charles F. <ioss is pastor, tried
to run n mission in ibo slums. Dr.
f.oss declared that that mission had
to be abandoned because of the phar¬
isaical spirit which was to be found
there among tho poor. Then', even

t.mong the rags nnd sins of poverty,
I"' found there were classes. Sinful
men and women would not i isociate
with each other because some of thom

thought their own raga wore a little
cleaner and better than tiieir neigh¬
bor's rags. So all through the church
and tho world you timi this contempti¬
ble spirit of the elder brother. We
find so called Christian men nnd wom¬

en who protest against the prodigal's
return because they fear the younger
brother's reformation might in some

way injure their own social and spir¬
itual standing.

Thc Two Sons.

The ehW brother never longs to sat¬

isfy the divine cravings of his father's
love. I have no sympathy with some

of the excuses that nre made for that
prodigal son. I have no sympathy with
those who declnre that young men are

led astray Into the far country of sin

because they have generous impulses
and abnormal affections and therefore
cannot say no to the tempter. That

prodigal was an ingrate, every way you
take him. Flo was a selfish, contempti¬
ble, dissolute rake. No man is large
hearted who will take a friend to a

saloon or open a bottle of wine at a

club when in order to do It he makes
his own children go hungry and dress
In ni-s. No generous hearted young
man will go Into the far country of sin
and recklessly squander his money
when at tb) same time he knows that
his old fath .' is weeping at home, with
his eyes a fountain of tears; but, though
that younger son was a selfish, despl<
cable character, the elder was just as

despicable. When the elder brother

heard the mi,sic which signaled the
parental Joy over tbe repentant prod¬
igal's return: when Ur saw the eyes of
bis father glistening with love and his
chi el.s Rushing With a holy thankful¬
ness, he would have rejoiced for his
father's sake if he had not been seliish
and would not have tried to stab the
old man to the heart. Hid he not say
In effect: "Yes. we shall drive that dis¬
solute debauchee back to his swine
trough. Then we can have tho pleas¬
ure of seeing father again restlessly
pacing tlie floor through the long,
weary hours of the night." Did he not
want to hear that dear, old, gentle, for¬
giving father again moan over his way¬
ward boy as David mourned over his
dead fon Absalom?

If that elder brother had boon tho
right kind of a son, he would have seen

What joy came into the father's heart
at the return of-Us repentant son. Ile
would have Immediately said; "What

me does monty make if I can

only make father happy? Away with
tho question of dollars and cents if my
__%.ber's ret urn Is only a true return."
So every Christian today, if he ls the
righi kind ol' a Christian, does not
think about the social condition of lils
repentant fellow man. He Immediately
says, when tho publican bows at the
meny sear: "(th, the joy and the rap¬
ture of heaven, oh. the look of tri¬
umphant love which is upon my Divine
Father's face, oh, the celestial music
Which in great tidal waves of sound Is
rolling through the golden boulevards
of the New Jerusalem. (Hi, the an¬

gelic voices in heaven which aro every-
were shouting the glad tiding!: Tho
prodigal has returned! The pr uligal
has returned to his Father's house:"'

The Lack of I nilli.
Tho older brother's conduct also

shows a lack of faith in his father. He
refuses to believe that his Divine Ka¬
th.'r's love is powerful enough to
change a sinner into a saint. Infidelity
often Intrenches ii^elf in the pew and
behind the church pulpit. Some church
members, and some ministers of the
gospel, are oi.ly theorizing when they
profess to believe that Jesus Christ can

pardon sin. They profess to believe
tbat ("hint can transform the seven

deviled Marys luto the Marys who are

willing to sit at his feet and worship,
but these skeptical elder brothers go
forth into the great, wide, sinful world
and by their practical behavior scatter
their ideal spiritual theories to the four
winds.
When tho reformed drunkard comes

homo, they cry out; "What is the good
of lotting that unprincipled loafer into
the house? Ho is just like other drunk¬
ards. He Is only repenting for a little
while so that he may get some money
out of us nnd go forth on another
spree. Drive him out at once. Let
him go to the poorhouse, where he be¬
longs." When the young girl who has
led a dissolute life wants to lead a

para life, instead of finding the willing
arms of forgiveness held out to her by
lier elder sisters she finds only the shut
doors of a contemptuous rebuke. Why?
flee:,use the cynical eld*! sisters do
not believe that a prodigal woman with
a black past can ever, even by divine
power, be changed into a sainted wom¬

an with a spotless future. The crim¬
inal has served his penitentiary tenn
and is liberated from the stone cell. Is
the great world at large ready to for¬
give him and receive him back into
honorable employment if bo repents?
Oli, no! The elder brothers and elder
sisters aro so bitter against the ex-con¬

victs that many a repentant ono has
deliberately returned to his crimes be-
cause he could earn a living in no oth¬
er way. When a visiting minister,
some years ago. asked a convict if he
would not like to bo free, this answer

was given: "Why should I want to be
free? Is the holiest world ready to re¬

ceive' me with an outstretched hand of
love? No. In the world's eyes tin;
striped suit of the convict always cov¬

ers a heart of total depravity. BecaUM
I have once done wrong the world is
never willing to believe that I am will¬
ing to do right. I must always Ute an

outcast. I must die a criminal." My
brothers and sisters, can it be possible
that wo do not believe that the love of
God is powerful enough to save men?
Can lt bo possible that you and I do
not believe tho omnipotent hand of
Christ is able to lift the vilest of sin¬
ners out of their sins if they will only
reach up for that saving hand? Can
we not have at heart as much faith in
Christ's [lower to save a repentant
white man as Robert Moffat had in
Christ's power to save a repentant
black man'.' Would that we might all
in our dealings with tho prodigal son

be like that groat African missionary
when ho wt otc upon tho white leaf of
a young girl's album these suggestive
words:
My album Is In savage breast-.
Where passion reigns and darkness r_._¦
Without one ray of light;

To write the name of Jesus there,
To point to -worlds, both bright and fair,
And see the pagans bow in prayer
Is all my tout's delight.
The elder brother does not realize

fully that his Divine Father ls show¬
ing more magnanimity in bearing with
liis respectable meanness than in wel¬
coming back the repentent prodigal
boy. I feel sorry for the wife who is
married to a drunkard or to a gambler
or to a dissolute .lubman. That must
be a crushing cross for a motlier to car¬

ry for the sake of her children.to feel
that for tho baby's welfare she must
associate with a man from whom the
law courts of the land would give her
a divorce if she only presented her evi¬
dence. But, though this may be true,
I feel almost as sorry for a wife who
has to live with one of those cross"

grained, sneering, irritating, fault find¬
ing, jealous husbands who are wearing
out and sapping away the life and hap¬
piness of many a home.I mean a wife
who has to live with one of those heart¬
less, brutal men who go around with
soft voices and smiling faces and yet
are as merciless as a hornet thrusting
a stii.g; I mean a wife who has to live
with a man who considers every day
wasted unless be la able to overreach
somebody and yet will do the over¬

reaching in such a polite and deferen¬
tial way that ins victim can say noth-
lng and have no recourse to justice.
Bul there is no need of my going on

and further describing this hypocritical
.lasa You have a representation of
that class in the character of the eMer
brother. He is to be sei n everywhere.
He is to be soon inside tlie church as

well as outside. And yet the good fa¬
ther In the parable of the prodigal son

wns readv to soe_k lust as forgivineJv

to his elder son as to the younger. I
The Father's F*r*lv*nc__.

The other day a person asked me
what I considered the most beautiful
sentence in ihe paralde. Thia was my
answer: "It is not to be found lu tho
good father's dealings with the youn¬
ger, but with the elder, son. When tho
servant came in and told the good fa¬
ther that his elder boy was acting un¬

filially and uiibrotlierly, the father did
not lose his patience. Ile did uot send
a peremptory command to his elder
son to come to 1dm at once, as he had
a right to do, but, as a servant, he left
the bamjuot hall. He went out Into
the darkness of tho night aud placed
his arm gently about his sinful elder
son's nock, as lie answered in a plead¬
ing, yearning voice; 'Son, thou art ever
with me, and all that I have is thine.'
That is as much as to say: 'My boy,
my dear boy, I am not trying to do you
any ii .ustke. I shall not take away
any of your inheritance. All that I have
is yours. What I long for is for the
love and the purity of my children. I
want my two boys to be always by my
side. Como, my child; come back to
your father's love. Come back Into the
old homestead which I have prepared
for you.'" oh, that answer to me is
beautiful! That answer ls the sweet¬
est, gentlest, most loving and yet most
pleading rebuke ever spoken by the
lips of any of the characters of the
Hilde. That is a Christ love pleading
for you and for me to come Into the
Father's house and nestle as a lamb
in his bosom.
Hut, after all, the most Impressive

part of tiie elder brother's history is
tho abrupt way in which the parable
ends. 'lhere is no doubt tlie younger
son was forgiven. No doubt the repent¬
ant prodigal was able to enjoy the rest
and the home pleasures of the father's
house. Hut how about thut cynical,
self satisfied and complaining elder
brother? Did ho ask forgiveness of
his father? Did he go Into the ban¬
quet where tho feast was being cele¬
brated? I do not know. I cannot tell.
Tho parable ends with the earnest plea
of tho father. Wo must take the rest
as wo will. Personally I have my
doubts about the salvation of that eld¬
er brother. It is sometime! far easier
for the sinner down in the slums to
come to Christ than for the rich son

living in a luxurious palace. A Lou¬
don missionary was one night called up
to go to a dying girl. This wuyward
child at the time was living in a disso
lute house. When tho missionary en¬

tered the room, he found a sinful sis¬
ter holding in her arms the hoad of
the dying girl, and she was saying:
"Jennie, it is all right. Tut your love
and trust in .Jesus. He died for just
such sinful girls as wo aro. Jennie, put
your faith in Jesus Christ." Y'es, we

can all feel that Christ died for the
prodigal son. but it is awfully hard
for some of the sinful elder brothers
and sisters to fee' that it was neces¬

sary for Jesus Christ to die for thom
aud their sins. My elder brother in
Kin. aro you going to stay out of your
Father.-, i.on-ieV Aro you gating lo re¬

fuse to put your faith in Christ and
come Into tlie marriage bauquet of the
Lamb.
Mr. Mo,,!; tells ;!. story of a sol¬

dier dying in one ol' ;!.< fleld hospitals
of tho civil war. Tlie soldier sent for
his chaplain to co:::" to help him in tho
hour of death. Mr. Moody said. "I
wish 1 could he!]) you die in peace, but
Christ alone v>\\\ help you do that."
Then Mr. M.ly read to him from his
Bible passage after passage until ho
carno to one of the sweetest verses of
all, "As Moses lifted up the serpent In
the wilderness, even so must the Son
of Man be lifted up. tba! whosoever be-
lleveth on him should not perish, but
have everlasting life." The dying man

at that point cried: "Stop: Is that
there? Ob. I did not know that was in
the Bible. Please read those few words
again." Then Ce dying man just pil¬
lowed his head upon tbat promise and
wont to sleep in tho arm! of Ch.-.st to
wake amid tho hosannas of heaven.
Elder brother! ard elder sisters, will

you look t that cross ic,hiv which I
lift up? Wiil you hear the gospel invi¬
tation whi,!: is given to you to come in¬
to your Father's house? Will you here
and now sit down by christ and by the
side of your repentant prodigal broth¬
er?
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It Might Have Been.

"I have lived in boarding houses all
my life." said tho man with the grizzly
gray hair, "but not until last summer

did the chance ever come to me to even

up things with the landlady."
"And how did you do lt then?" was

asked.
"Well, when the price of beef began

to go up she fed us on codfish. We
had had it for breakfast, dinner and
supper about ir>0 times, and protests
had been unavailing when an idea oc¬

curred to mo."
"A bright idea, of course."
"Tea; rather bright. I got up a cor¬

ner in codfi-b, coppered the whole sup¬
ply of tho United States and raised the
price to du ci nts a pound. Since then
I have been kept busy eating rib roasts
and porterhouse steak as tender as

spring chicken."

Winning a Meal.
An English paper t"lls how a young

man who had been suffering from want
of food employed an ingenious plan to
secure it. For some time he stationed
himself in a city square and shared his
broad with the sparrows. It was not
haig before the birds got to know him
and surrounded him by hundreds when
he made his appearance. One of the
most observant residents watched him
closely and observed that every now

and then one of the sparrows was

transferred to his pockets. He lodged
a complaint, and thc young fellow was

arrested. Ho said he had been unable
to get work and that not wishing to
b.g he had got his food by catching
sparrows and cooking them.

Tru<le. For Minister..
A prominent Philadelphia clergyman

strongly urges all young men who In¬
tend to enter tho ministry to learn
some trade either before or after their
ordination. He has examined the sta¬
tistics of the various Protestant de¬
nominations and has been appalled by
the number of ministers who are with¬
out a charge. He thinks a trade would
be a good thing to fall back on in roch
cases, besides standing the preacher In
good stead in many ways while still in
the pulpit.

MAN'S LITTLE TOE.
IcIrnllNi- llcluri' Timi lt Ia Doomed

to au Farly Fud.

Eminent scientists assort that tho
small too of the human foot will be
Crowded out of existence by the end of
the present century. Such is the view
of ehlroixxlistH generally and of physi¬
cians who have given tho matter more

than passing consideration, says the
Philadelphia I'ress.
Just as, according to Darwin, the tall

was crowded out of the human bony
skeleton many ages back been use lt had
no useful* functions to perform. Just as

the vermiform appendix, the only ap¬
parent function of which is to necessi¬
tate dangerous and expensive opera¬
tions, will eventually find no place in
human anatomy, so, according to pres¬
ent indications, the little toe must ulti¬
mately disappear altogether.
Whether or* not the big toe ls all that

ls needed in walking and running is a

question which has not yet been satis¬
factorily answered, bdt the fact re¬

mains that athletic instructors and
coaches have universally striven to de¬
velop the big toe at the expense of thc
others in the training of fast runners I
and football players, and to that end
the shoes have been made so narrow

that any possibility of using the little
toe has boen precluded.
Between the modern method of walk¬

ing and the wearing of tight fitting
shoes the little too ls doomed to a ti ear¬

ly end.

Her nieaalni..
There ls always a possibility that the

person whom we regard as a proper
object for sympathy may look upon
himself in another light. This Interest¬
ing and instructive surprise often
awaits the well meaning bearer of cou-

dolence.
When Mrs. Hastings learned that her

old friend, Mrs. Warren, had become
"stun deef," she wont with a long face
to see her.

"It must be an awful cross, Lavlny,"
she wrote on the slate which Mrs. War¬
ren presented to her ns soon as she was

seated.
'"Taln't e'Uier!" snapped the afflict¬

ed one, who, though deaf, wns by no

means dumb. "Folks that have got
anything to say can write lt on that
slate, and Henry Warren, that's had
to put a curb on his tongue for up¬
ward o' thirty years on account of the
high temper he took from his mother's
folks, ls now able to say anything he
likes and no feelings hurt. I count my
deafness a real blessing. How's your
rheumatism?"

Scarce Esaa.
The eggs of some common birds of

the present day have never been found.
There is the robin snipe; Its eggs have
never been seen. An English _jologt_t
kept a mau going up and down tbe
coast of Labrador for weeks purposely
to get robin snipe's egg, but lt was in
vam. The bird is known by thousands
of people, but lt breeds 60 far ..orth
aa_) so remote from any civilization
that no scientific observer can ever get
) its nest ere the young are hatched
and have taken to wing. The frigate
bird that ls so commonly seen at sea

on the Pacific and off the West Indies
is such a solitary bird and is so seldom
seen in its nest during the hours of day¬
light that its egg is rare. It seems

strange, but the eggs of so well known
a bird as the sandpiper have never

been found and are almost priceless.

The Wrong Snaseatton.
A good planter's wife "befo' de wah"

was teaching a jet black house girl,
Just fourteen and fresh from the plan¬
tation, the letters of the alphabet.
Betsy had learned the first two, says
Harper's Magazine, but always forgot
the letter "C."
"Don't you see with your eyes? Can't

you remember the word see?" said her
mistress.
"Yassum," answered Betsy. Hut she

could not. Five minutes later Betsy
began again bravely, "A.B". and
there she stopped.
"What do you do with your eyes.

Betsy?"
"I sleeps wif 'em, mis'."

The ltrdwoodi.
A remarkable peculiarity of the red¬

wood (Sequoia sempervirens) is Its man¬
ner of increase, which is from dormant
buds at the base of the stump as well
as from the seed. When a tree was

blown down or fell, as it.s period of ex¬

istence was reached, several shoots

pushed upward from the circumference
of the stump aud, of course, in a circle.
These in time became fully grown, six,
ten or a dozen feet in diameter. In aft¬
er years, as these trees Lave fallen,
each would have a circle of trees sur¬

rounding it.

Flower* on tbe Stave.
No actor who is imbued with the su¬

perstitions of his profession will givo
yellow roses to a friend, nor will he
accept them himself, as he fancies the
flowers are harbingers of misfortune,
Jealousy and loss of friendship. Some
managers will allow no natural flowers
whatever to bo used by way of "prop¬
erties" upon the stage, but that is car¬

rying the matter further than ls usual¬
ly considered / Mendal.

tni'u -fortable Poaltlon.
Flnnlcus-1 wonder why it ls that

those who attain the pinnacle of suc¬

cess never seem to be happy.
Cynnicus-Because the pinnacle of

success ls l'ke the top of a particularly
tall lightning r<>d with a particularly
.harp point, and those who succeed in

perching temporarily upon it usually
find that they are targets for all the
world's lightning..Town and Country.

The Ronat of an Expert.
"This, holies and gentlemen, is tho

celebrated trick mule, Dot," said the
clown ns the animal was lexi into the
ring. "After many years of effort I
am able to av I can make him do any¬
thing be wi.nts to."

rile lurtloiieer.
Said a conscientious auctioneer: "La-

lies and _e:,tl >meu, there is no sham
about these carpets. They are genuine

ry <;:.¦,.'!.. i bought them from
old Tap'-s::y himself."

Cany In Combination,.
"I ey tells tn,-." said Uncle Eben,

'dat contentment is better dan riches.
Out I 'iplcintal dat Wif de pivpor facili¬
ties I could bab bof of 'om at once."


